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Vot. XIV. 


‘¢ CRUELTY.” 


A case heard before a bench of magistrates at 
Holt Petty Sessions is reported on page 432. ‘Two 
warreners found a live pheasant in a trap, with a 
broken leg. They watched the trap for a portion of 
two days and finally arrested a man who came to 
clear the trap. ‘he injured bird was at least 12 
hours in the position of torture. The prosecution 
argued that the watchers might have killed the bird 
and, having put it out of pain, waited for the poacher. 
They used the wounded bird as a decoy and so 
utilised its suffering to effect an arrest. The bench 
dismissed the case with many opprobrious remarks on 
the prosecution. 

About the same time that this case appeared in the 
newspapers the following paragraph was published : 
‘‘Two men were fined at Brentford for illtreating two 
linnets and chaffinch, employed by them as decoys 
to catch birds.” To us thedecisions in these two 
cases seem irreconcilable. The greater pain was 
caused to the pheasant, and between a chaftinch and 
a pheasant there is only the difference that one is 
game and the other is not. The decision at Brent- 
ford seems correct, that at Holt is utterly illogical, 
and can only be accounted for by the bias of a country 
bench. No one is free from prejudice, and whilst we 
entirely disagree with the view of a country gentlemen 
that pheasants may be tortured to catch a poacher, 
we recognise that human nature was well described 
by Butler in the couplet—- 


‘Compound for sins we are inclined to 
“ By damning those we have no mind to. 


Soutn Arrican Diseases. 


We are indebted to Veterinary Surgeons Williams 
and Coley for two articles this week in which some 
clinical observations are recorded on “ Horse Sick- 
ness” and ‘“ Vegetable Poisoning.”” Men on active 
service are under conditions which do not lend them- 
selves to writing technical accounts of disease, and 
therefore we welcome all communications from South 
Africa not only as instructive and interesting but as 
signs of professional zeal. We who stay at home 
might well profit by the example of our friends 
abroad. ‘I really have no time to spare for writ- 
ing’ is a very common excuse offered to the Editor 
when he asks for a “‘ case’’ or an “ article.” 

_ Of course he accepts it, but with the knowledge that 
it is only an excuse. Where would veterinary knowledge 
be if every one did asdo most of our experienced practi- 
tioners? There is only one answer—away back in the 
middle of the nineteenth century. It really is not fair to 


use all that other men record and yet to 
from our store of experience. , supply no help 


POISONOUS PLANTS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 


I hope the following notes on Poisoning by Tulip 
Grass, Sterkos, or Pepper Bush, and Ink Bush, are 


interesting enough for publication and will be of 


some use to civil veterinary surgeons who are on the 
list for service out here. 


Tuxre Grass or TuLp. 


This plant is very common in many parts of South 
Africa. It has a stalk about six inches long with 
a yellow tulip-like flower, a single, long, narrow, 
grass-coloured leaf which lies flat on the ground. 
The leaf grows to alength of 12 inches or more and 
when old becomes yellow at the tip. The bulb is 
about the size of a filbert. 

Tulp is said to be most dangerous when springing 
up after the rains among the new grass. I think 
this is due to the fact that young tulp is difficult to 
see at the time and animals pick it up among the 
grass, while at other times, as it keeps its colour and 
the surrounding grass is dried up, it is easily seen. 

Symptoms of Tulp poisoning.—Sub-acute and acute. 
In sub-acute cases there is tympany with usual 
symptoms of flatulent colic. In acute cases there is 
extreme tympany, animal dashes about, pupils dilated,. 
staggering gait, convulsive twitchings, legs are 
picked up and placed down violently, ears moved spas- 
modically backwards and forwards, and if the animal 
is not relieved at once symptoms of asphyxia appear, 
the lips are retracted, convulsive twitchings of the 
whole body, the animal gasps, drops and dies almost 
immediately. I have seen cases where animals have 
died within half-an-hour after first symptoms ap- 
peared, and often on the march animals have dropped 
and died before [ could reach them. 

Treatment.—I found the most successful treatment 
is as follows:— Puncture with trochar and canula 
without delay, on both sides if necessary, and give the 
following drink : 

KR Spts. Terebinth 
Tr. Opii. 3ij. 
Ol. Lini. Oj. m. ft. drink. 

I always carry a trocar and canula in my wallet 
and puncture at once, and in doing so I have saved 
many cases that would have died in a short time 
from asphyxia due to extreme tympany. 


Srerxos or Pepper Buss. 


This is a small bush with a very hot ‘aste and 
flavour of pepper. I have only met with cases of 
poisoning due to this plant in the Karoo, near Ceres, 
Cape Colony. 

Symptoms.— Acute diarrhoea, with abdominal 
pain. 
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Treatment.—I give the following drink : 
R Chlorodyne 
Ol. Lini © Oj. m. ft. drink. 

This usually has the desired effect, but if the 
diarrhoea continues I repeat the chlorodyne in 3ss. 
doses without the oil. Most of the horses of the 
regiment were affected during our stay at Karoo 
Poort, Cape Colony. 


Inx Busu. 


A small greenshrub. The Karoo is the only place 
where | have had cases of poisoning due to eating 
this bush. It causes acute gastro-enteritis, the ani- 
mal often dying in from six to twelve hours. 

Symptoms.—Acute abdominal pain, diarrhea, 
intensely injected mucous membranes, quickened 
pulse and respirations, temperature up a few 
degrees. 

Treatment.—I have tried morphia, opium, bella- 
donna, chlorodyne, etc., but with no success. 

I made a post-mortem on a case which died five 
hours after symptoms appeared and found acute 
gastro-enteritis from the stomach to the rectum. 

Remarks.—The cases of acute diarrhea and gastro- 
enteritis appeared soon after the horses were turned 
out to graze for the first time at Karoo Poort, this 
led me to suspect a plant as the cause. I visited 
some of the local farmers, described the symptoms, 
and asked if they had similar cases among their 
animals. They told me that animals new to the 
place became affected and that the bushes mentioned 
were the cause. I searched the veldt near camp and 
found that the bushes grew on one part of it; the 
horses were moved to fresh grazing ground, with the 
result that with the exception of an isolated case 
or two the horses were free from any symptoms of 
poisoning. 

Tulp poisoning is common among mules, it is 
very rarely a case is seen in a native horse. I have 
watched native horses feeding on ground full of tulp, 
they carefully avoided it. I have a Waler, he will 
not touch it. 

The Brandfort district, O.R.C., is the worst place 
I have seen for tulp. On the 4th April last at Salt 
Pan, near Brandfort, O.R.C., 44 English horses of the 
battery witi the column became affected, out of which 
16 died. The majerity of them got the tulp from the 
— upon which Mad were picketed. After this 
all tulp was carefu lucked before _picketi 
English horses. 

1 will conclude with a few remarks upon a 
cactus-like plant which causes severe blistering. 

I had a few cases in the Karoo, Cape Colony. 
Horses searching among these plants for green grass 
often got severe blistering on the face, due to break- 
ing tbe plant and getting some of the thick milky 
juice on the skin. 

In one case the horse was badly blistered about the 
eyes, the places were swollen, hot, and painful 
Blebs formed, and conjunctivitis present. 

Symptoms.—The same as if the animal had rubbed 
— a with ung. hyd. biniodide. 

reatment.—Shade over the eye 
yes and emollient to 
A. J. Wittiams, Vei.-Lieut., A, 
Veterinary Officer, Thorneycroft’s M.I. 


SOUTH AFRICAN “ HORSE SICKNESS.” 
By Vet.-Lieut. J. T. Corey, A.V.D. 


The following notes on South African ‘ horse sick- 
ness” and its treatment during four seasons exper- 
ience may be of some interest to the profession. 

Symptoms.—As a rule no symptoms appear before 
the final stage of the disease, and often only a few 
hours before death, unless the thermometer is daily 
used. when it will be found animal’s temperature 
gradually rises from three to six days before any 
other symptoms appear. First symptom is fever, 
soon followed by a yellowish-pink conjunctive, often 
congested, and invariably has pectinal or stellate 
spots or ecchymosis. A peculiar dry husky breathing 
can be detected at thorax. These symptoms in a 
day or two become more apparent, and are followed 
by acute congestion of the corjunctive, thickening of 
eyelids, and swelling of supra-orbital fosse. Neck 
swollen along jugular furrows and, if the dikkop or 
big head form, the head may become an enormous 
size, eyes closed, conjunctive protruding, and breath- 
ing stertorous—not ualike anthrax symptoms—gener- 
ally blowing and heaving a few hours before death. 
Animal rarely off feed until this blowing stage, so 
without daily use of thermometer to detect disease in 
early stage treatment will not be of much avail when 
ail symptoms become manifest, shortly before death. 

Treatment.—I have tried every treatment I could 
hear of without much success. The following is the 
only treatment I can say that I had any success with, 
viz., intravenous injections of 


R Iodine iv grs. 
Pot. iod. 
Glycerine 
Aqua (boiled) 


This caused no inconvenience or disturbance to the 
animals, and the following day a marked improve- 
ment was noticed in the temperature and the con- 
junctive, especially if latter was much enlarged or 
congested. 

I think iodine might be tried (somewhat similar) 
for other epizootic fevers, and would like to leara 
more of its therapeutic action. 

I previously used inter-tracheal injections of tere- 
binthinas, carbolis, iod., pot. iod. and glycerine, which 
also had good results, but it very often caused an uD- 
due amount of disturbance and coughing to the 
animal, which is all avoided intravenously. 

I may mention that I never had any abscess oF 
local lesions from intravenous injection, and’ the 
place could not be detected in a few minutes 4 
injection, and I have done some hundreds. 
Arsenic is the only drug that I can say 
anyway successful as a preventative. 

The following is a temperature chart of some casts 
treated intravenously, which gives an idea 0 ” 
treatment ; as all are typical cases of ‘‘ horse sickness 
and are just copied from a few notes I chance to 

by me. ‘od 
Of 36 animals treated inter-tracheally 2° 0 
within 24 hours of admittance; six died from - 


I found 


to six days later ; seven recovered. 
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As arule other organs appeared normal. From | 


above notes it will be seen that treatment is not of 
much avail, so that to combat this disease prevention 
must be applied, which is always better than a cure. 

1 had an opportunity of studying preventative 
measures with Dr. Edington, at Bacteriological Insti- 
tute, Grahamstown, who very kindly showed and ex- 
plained all his experiments to me, and whom I trust 
will sooner or later produce an attenuated virus for 
inoculation which can be used by every farmer with- 
out professional aid, as a preventative measure. 

From what I Jearned from Dr. Edington’s experi- 
ments, I concluded that we have yet no microscope 
or filter capable of dealing with the organisms of 
this disease. So one has more or less to work in the 
dark before obtaining a proper attenuated virus suita- 
ble for protective inoculation. 


PARASITIC DIARRHG@A AND DEBILITY IN 
YOUNG HORSES. 
By Jno. R. Green, F.R.C.V.S., Nottingham. 


I have read with interest the most excellent clini- 
eal notes contributed by Mr. A. Peele, F.R.C.V.S. 
at a meeting of the South Durham and North Yorks. 
Veterinary Medical Association, held on the 6th ult., 
especially his remarks bearing upon _ intestinal 
helminthiasis of the horse. Like Mr, Peele and the 
subsequent speakers, I have for several years past 
had to deal with this disease in a formidable form, 
principally in valuable hackney studs, my patients 
being generally yearlings or two-year-olds, and had at 
the outset (unfortunately for the owners) ample 
opportunity for making p.m.-examinations, each sub- 
ject presenting pretty nearly the same appearances, 
viz., emaciation, subcutaneous cedema, pallid mem- 
branes, corrugated appearance of small intestines, 
nodular growths in mesentery and upon intestinal 
walls, and parasites, both Strong: armatus and strong: 
tetracanthus in lumen of intestines, especially 
cecum and colon; and in cases where total paraly. 
sis of hind parts has supervened some time before 
death I have found partial (and in one case case total) 
occlusion of both iliac arteries by the palisade 
worm. 

As to treatment, up to two years ago I had prett 
heavily ‘“‘raked”’ the very: little 
benefit. Since then I have used “ thymol ” only in 
the treatment of this troublesome scourge, and I 
must say with very good result. In every case during 


that period (where I have considered treatment to be 
of any use at all) I have used this agent in doses 
varying from grs. xxv. to grs. L. according to age, 
the mode of administration being as follows: dis- 
solve the thymol insp. vini meth. Zi. and give in 
half a pint of milk as a drench every morning for 
three days fasting, follow up with ferri carb. sacch. 
and pulv. nux. vomica twice a day for two or three 
weeks, and provide food, and wholesome water supply. 
I have only upon very rare occasions found it neces- 
sary to repeat the doses of thymol. Of course diet 
is a great factor in the treatment of all parasitic 
disorders of the intestines, but I think that in these 
cases too much nutritious food cannot be given, and 
in extreme cases where the appetite has been 
entirely suspended and the animal apparently in ex- 
tremis, 1 have had recovery from the administration 
of thymol anda liberal allowance of gruel made 
from dessicated malt with the admixture of eggs, in 
some cases as many as twelve a day. 

If any of the readers of The Record have had ex- 
perience of the use of the above agent in the treat- 
ment of this troublesome affection, I shall be very 
pleased to know the result. 


“TREMBLING” IN A HEIFER. 


Subject.—A polled Angus yearling heifer, which 
had heen pasturing on a hill where cases of ‘“ tremb- 
ling” among lambs are very common ; in fair con- 
dition. 

Symptoms.—The heifer was found lying on the hill 
and was with difficuty made to rise. She walked 
with a staggering gait. The head was turned round 
to the right side, and when an attempt was made to 
straighten it the animal fell down on to the left side. 
The neck could easily be forcibly straightened, but 
immediately the head was released it turned round 
to the right side again. This symptom is rather 
frequent in cases of so-called ‘‘ trembling” in sheep 
in this district. When made to walk she inclined 
to the side to which the head was turned, and if not 
guided otherwise she staggered round iv a circle. 
After standing for some time the .muscles of the 
hind quarters were noticed to quiver slightly, but she 
kept the recumbent position almost continuously. 
There was a little salivation. The appetite was 10 
abeyance and the bowels torpid. The pulse was 
quickened and jerky, but the temperature and respira- 
tions were normal. 

Treatment.—A few days before 1 saw the case 
some Epsom salts had been given. I prescrl 
a dose of aloin, followed by several doses of hypo 
sulphite of soda. As soon as the aloin purged he 
bowels some improvement was noticed and the anl- 
mal commenced to eat anddrink. The improvement 
continued until the symptoms disappeared, with the 
exception of the head being turned to the right side. 

I tried friction to the bent part of the neck for # com 
siderable time, but in vain. The animal is 20¥ 
being successfully fattened for the butcher. af 

I was attending this case in September last, ® 
since that time the neck has been gradually becoming 
straighter, but it is still slightly twisted. 
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shepherds in this district say that the majority of 
sheep affected with “trembling” either die or are 
slaughtered on account of paralysis of the hind or 
fore legs, or on account of the head being twisted to 
one side and rendering them useless. 

Joun W. M.R.C.V.S. 


Doune, Stirling. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Broken Backs. 


English thoroughbred, six years, suffering from 
sprain of perforatus tendons off fore. An injection 
per rectum of 100 grm. chloral hyd. dissolved in 
1000 warm water was administered, and 13 minutes 
after the beast was unsteady on his hind legs and 
was thrown to be point fired, he fell on a good straw 
bed without any mishap or excessive muscular strain. 
The leg was freed from its hobble and held straight 
with aline. All went well for a quarter of an hour, 
but at the last application of the irons there was a 
strong muscular effort, and in spite of the groom’s 
efforts he got his head down to his feet and arched 
his back. When he was freed he rose with great 
difficulty, his back was stiff and arched, and the 
movements of his hind legs were not under control. 
He was led off to his stable and walked fairly well for 
a quarter of an hour, but having made a false step 
with one of his hind feet he fell and could only rise 
on his fore feet and remain sitting like a dog. 

Broken back was diagnosed and post-mortem re- 
vealed fracture of second lumbar vertebra. 

Thoroughbred, English, four years, operated on for 
contracted tendons without mishap. On rising show- 
ed loss of power in hind limbs. Remembering the 
previous case the writer diagnosed broken back and 
advised that the animal should stay in hospital. Two 
hours after the animal was led to his stable, some 
ten minutes walk. Here he developed muscular 
tremors in the hind quarters, and an hour later fell, 
being unable torise behind. Post-mortem: Fracture 
of 4th lumbar vertebra. 

A horse was put into the travis to be docked (lit. 
for English tail amputation) he struggled violently 
and jumped forward striking the front bars with 
great force and fell back, the only visible effect being 
a little stiffness in the hind quarters. He walked 
about twenty metres to his box, but a quarter of an 
hour later was found down and unable to rise. Post- 
mortem comminuted fracture of third lumbar 
vertebra. 

A draught horse, eight. years. The ani 
off feed and showed for 
On being seen he seemed bright about the eyes, nos- 
trils dilated, pained expression of the face scraping 
with his front feet and belly tucked up. Back arched 
and very unwilling to move, groaning heavily when 
obliged to. Pulse, temperature, respiration all being 
normal disposed of the idea of pleurisy, After rectal 
examination the writer diagnosed incomplete fracture 
of a dorsal or lumbar vertebra and had the horse led 
to hospital. The next day the symptoms remained 
unchanged and further rectal examination revealed 
nothing. Twenty-four hours later the animal went 


down and could not rise on his hind quarters, sitting 
dog fashion. He was killed and post-mortem showed 
comminuted fracture of last dorsal vertebra but one. 
—Annales de Méd Vét. 


InrravENous InsEcTION oF CorROsIVE SUBLIMATE.— 


By Prof. Morert, Modena R.V.C. 


In February, 1901, a horse was brought to the 
College clinique suffering from adenitis supervening 
on severe wounds of the legs, the disease had assumed 
a _very*severe character, the swellings extending to 
the face, chest, and abdumen as well as the four 
legs. The temperature continued high, ranging from 
40°5 to 41°5 C. Fortunately, however, internal com- 
plications were absent. Sod salycit. and various 
salts of quinine administered both by mouth, hypo- 
dermically, and intratracheally proved unavailing, 
so an intravenous injection of Hyd. perchlor was 
decided upon. Grm xxx. of 1-1000 solution were in- 
jected into the left jugular; temperature speedily fell 
to 30°. The injection was not repeated for two days 
when the temperature rose again, so after that an 
injection was given daily, increasing by10 cc. daily, 
the maximum dose being 60c¢.c. On the fifth day 
the fever finally disappeared ; there was an ameliora- 
tion in the local conditions and steady convalescence 
ensued. 

In March, 1901, I was called into consultation in 
a severe outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease ; out of a 
herd of 24 six cows had already died, and all the rest 
were affected, four being very feverish. From these 
I selected one with temperature 42° C., highly devel- 
oped mouth lesions and showing muscular tremors. 
She was the sole survivor of the lot which had im- 

orted the disease, and the owner and attendant both 
declared that her symptoms were identical with those 
of the fatal cases. I dissolved 1gram Hyd. perchlor 
in 1 litre of previously boiled water which had been 
allowed to cool, and injected, with due aseptic pre- 
cautions, 30 c.c. of the solution into the left jugular. 
The temperature immediately dropped and the cow 
made a rapid recovery 

These cases antedate Bacelli’s announcement of the 
treatment, and were treated without any knowledge 
of his experiments.—La Clin. Vét. 


ExpERIMENTS ON TREATMENT OF TETANUS BY BacELLi’s 
MeErnop. 


Golias has produced tetanus in three goats by in- 
jection of toxin grm. 0-12 per kilo of animal’s weight, 
and when the symptoms developed the animals were 
treated by subcutaneous injections of 2 ¢.c. carbolic 
acid 2 per cent., all died on the 4th or 5th day pre- 
senting the usual symptoms of the disease. In 
others the dose was increased from 12 to 24 C., but 
all died, and the author considers the treatment un- 
reliable.—Semaine Méd. 

Note.—In Lancet, 1899, the translator reports 
cases of tetanus in the horse successfully treated by 
subcutaneous injections of carbolic acid BP. in 
2 dram doses repeated as frequently as two hours 
intervals, but he is of Golias’ opinion that the method 
is not reliable. 

F. E. P. 
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TREATMENT OF STRAINED TENDONS BY INSUFFLATION OF 
Finrerep Air.—By M. Jory. 


For a long time past I have been endeavouring to 
find some means to prevent the induration that so 
rapidly takes place in the peritendium tissues 1n cases 
of sprain, and which envelops both them and the 
neighbouring ligaments in an inelastic sheath. For 
the past six months I have been using insufflations of 
filtered air into the connective tissue. 

The horse is thrown, the limb taken out of the 
hobble and secured by a line round the pastern so 
that there is no pressure on it. An elastic tourniquet 
isthen put on above the knee. The insufflation is 
made with an ordinary aspirator, the suction valve 
of the air pump being covered with several layers of 
iodoform gauze to filter the air, and the delivery con- 
nected to an india-rubber tube about 2ft. long at the 
end of which is fixed a fine needle. The needle 
‘‘which must be sterilized and the hands of the 
operator disinfected” is passed into the connective 
tissue at the back of the tendon, midway between the 
knee and fetlock. The assistant should gently de- 


press the piston and blow a little air to facilitate the» 


passage of the needle, which should be introduced 
about 4 its length, parallel to the tendon. 

When it is judged that the whole of the tissues are 
permeated with air ‘ which with the ordinary Potain 
aspirator will require six to «ight strokes of the 
pump,” the needle is withdrawn and the puncture 
covered with a little collodion. The tourniquet is 
then removed, and the horse taken to a box where he 
is left loose, a neck cradle being put on to prevent his 
biting the part. The air becomes diffused over the 
fore hand and the hindrance to movement is nil. In 
my cases the results of the operation have been suc- 
cessful, crepetation disappearing in two to eight days, 
but the dull sound of the douche when played over 
the part shows that a certain amount of emphysema 
remains even after all crepitation has disappeared. 
Massage, douches, and antipriny internally are the 
auxiliaries I employ. 

Fifteen days after the operation the parts become 
pliant and inflammatory symptoms have disappeared 
with the lameness, and in three week the patient is 
fit for work. 

I have already operated on a number of animals 
with success, and have also made comparisons with 
cows treated with various cauteries, the results of 
which | hope to be able to publish later on. 

As far as I am aware this method of treating 
sprains has never been used before in either human 
or veterinary surgery, and it appears capable of wider 
use.— Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, December 
30th, 1901. 

Josuua A. Nunn, Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel. 


Bacelli’s Method 


The Italian War Office has instructed the departmen- 
tal veterinary surgeons to administer the treatment 
of charge upon an owner's application.—Za Clinica 

é 


KNEE SPLINT. 


The accompanying diagram 
mm is of a knee splint made for 
seem ee me by Messrs. Arnold & Sons, 
: It consists of a back or support 
which fits the posterior part of 
the leg, and runs parallel with 
the long axis of the limb, while 
‘@ it is maintained in position by 
four side arms with straps. 
The whole structure is very 
light being made of aluminium 
with the exception of a steel 
plate to strengthen the back. 
! find it very useful in broken 
knees, and also as a rest for 
the extensor muscles of the 
forearm after severe exertion, 
particularly in those cases 
where horses are going over 
at the knees. My directions 
for their use in the latter 
defects are:—after exertion, 
rack the horses head up 
Wee allowing him sufficient room 
to feed Adjust the splints, and let them remain on 
for about an hour, during which time give the mus- 
cles of the forearm a little hand rubbing.”’ 
D. Puen, F.R.C.V.S. 


Sevenoaks. 


— 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The winter quarterly meeting was held on December 
6th, at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, Mr. W. A. Taylor 
occupying the chair in the unavoidable absence through 
illness of the president, Mr. Joseph Abson, and the 
following members attended. Messrs. H. D. Chorlton, 
P. Gillespie, A. K. Hart, A. Holburn, S. Locke, G. H. 
Locke (hon. sec.), R. Ward and J. B. Wolstenholme, 
Manchester ; J. H. Carter, Burnley ; W. Noar, Bury; 
R. C. Edwards, Chester ; R. O. Stafford, Crewe ; G. Mor- 
gan, Liverpool; J. T. Priestner, Sale; J. S. Lloyd, 
Sheffield ; A. M. Michaelis, Stockport ; H. H. Ferguson, 
Warrington ; and W. Woods, Wigan. Visitors : Messrs. 
J. S. Carter, Burnley; F. Somers, Leeds; and J. E. 
Scriven, Tadcaster. 

Apologies for absence were announced from the Presi- 
dent, Profs. Penberthy and F. Hobday, also from Messrs. 
E. Faulkner, G. Howe, R. Hughes, A. Lawson, McCar- 
mick, J. McKinnaand R.§S. Reynolds. 

On the motion of Mr. J. H. Carter, seconded by Mr. 
Woods, the minutes of the last meeting were adopted. — 

_ Prof. F. Hobday’s inquiry as to whether the _ 
tion would accept a copy of his little work on “Canine 


Surgery ” for their library, having heen submitted to the 
meeting, it was proposed by Mr. S. Locke, seconded by 
Mr. Wolstenholme and carried unanimously, that the 
work be accepted and the best thanks of the Associatio® 
be tendered to Prof. Hobday for his kind offer. 
Mr. 8. Locke gave notice that at the next meeting he 
will propose that a certain sum be allotted from the funds 
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of the Association to Prof. Delépine towards the ex- 
pense incurred in connection with his research on tuber- 
culosis. 

A letter from Mrs. Brookes intimating the death of her 
husband, Mr. William Brookes, of Whitefield, having 
been read, Mr. Wolstenholme moved and Mr. Noar secon- 
ded that a vote of condolence be sent to the widow in her 
bereavement. 

he SECRETARY, on behalf of the President, nominated 
for membership Mr. FRANK Somers, of Leeds. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 1902. 


Mr. TayLor proposed that Mr. R. C. Epwarps_ be 
president for the ensuing year. Mr. Woods seconded, 
and the proposition was carried unanimously. 


Mr. Apson it was understood, remained a_vice- 
president. ‘ 

Mr. E. 8. Gusstn, of Hyde, was elected a vice-presi- 
dent, the resolution being proposed by Mr. G. H. Locke 
and seconded by Mr. J. H. Carter. 

Mr. Wolstenholme proposed, and Mr. S. Locke 
, "eat the election of Mr. PACKMAN as vice-presi- 

ent. 

Mr. WoLsSTENHOLME was re-elected treasurer, upon 
the motion of Mr. Woods, seconded by Mr. Marshall. 

Mr. Marshall proposed, and Mr. J.S. Lloyd seconded, 
the re-election of G. H. LockE as Honorary Secretary. 

Messrs. FAULKNER and JONES were re-appointed as 
Auditors, the resolution being moved by Mr. 8. Locke, 
and seconded by Mr. Holburn. 

It was proposed by Mr. Woods and seconded by Mr. 
Chorlton that the usual Committee, consisting of the 
officers of the Society with power to add to their num- 
ber, be appointed to arrange for the Annual Dinner. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. WoLsTENHOLME gave details of a case of Botryo- 
mycosis of the skin and subcutaneous tissue of the thigh 
of a horse. The disease had persisted for twelve months 
and had resulted in the formation of a number of small 
abscesses and considerable thickening of the involved 
tissues. He exhibited photographs of the diseased area, 
also microscopic preparations of colonies of botryomyces 
as obtained from the pus. 

Mr. Wolstenholme also exhibited a tumour mass from 
the sub-maxillary space of a pony, in which the salivary 
and lymphatic glands were involved, remarking that 
without the aid of chloroform tne operation had been 

r. J. S. Luoyp submitted a section iy 
affected with tuberculosis. 

Mr. Woops exhibited a specimen of a keratoma. 

Mr. J. H. Carter then gave a few notes, viz. “A 
Retrospect.” 


A REVIEW OF THE PAST FEW YEARS ON 
MATTERS OF INTEREST AFFECTING 
DIRECTLY THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 


By J. H. Carrer, M.R.C.VS., Burnley. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—Owing to id- 
able absence at our last meeting I 
take this opportunity of expressing my most grateful 
thanks for the honour you did me at the meeting of this 
Association held last April, by nominating me as your 
candidate for election to Council of the R.C.VS.. and 
also for the splendid manner in which you along with 
the Eastern Counties, Midland, and Yorkshire Veteri- 
nary Associations respectively, Supported my nomina- 
tion, which as you are already aware secured my return 
tothe Council by a very gratifying majority of votes. I 
assure you, gentlemen, [ appreciate this mark of confi- 
dence in no mean degree, and I can only promise in re- 


turn that I will endeavour to attend to the important 
duties appertaining to that position with fervency and 
zeal. Last year as you are aware Mr. Locke and myself 
were elected vice-Presidents of the College, which I look 
upon as not only an honour to ourselves, but an honour 
to the Lancashire Veterinary Association. And now 
this year we can rejoice in the fact that one of our mem- 
bers has been elected to the highest position it is possible 
to attain in the profession, viz. President of the 
R.C.V.S. Irefer of conrse to our esteemed member 
Mr. Alex. Lawson, and I am sure you will all join with 
me in offering bim our sincere congratulations, and J 
hope he may Jong be spired to enjoy the proud distin c- 
tion which has been conferred upon him and which he 
had so amply merited. 

I hope you will pardon me for an address somewhat 
out of the beaten track, for when our worthy secretary 
wrote me some six weeks ago asking if I would introduce 
a paper at our meeting in December, I must admit I felt 
somewhat diffident in acquiescing as, like many of you 
here present, my spare time is very limited; and them 
again at that particular period the strife of municipal 
elections was at fever heat. However, after a little time 
to carefully consider matters, I decided to take my part 
in keeping the ball rolling, though I feel sure we have 
many junior members of this Association who could 
do _— justice to a paper than I can possibly hope 
to do. 

My greatest difficulty was, what to introduce that 
would be interesting to the members, but it occurred to 
me that, as a member of Council and one of your repre- 
sentatives, a synopsis of the past few years, dealing with 
matters of importance affecting directly or indirectly our 
profession, would perhaps prove acceptable. As you are 
already aware : 

The Public Health (Scotland) Bill was passed through 
Parliament and became law in 1877, with the result that 
certain sections have been so amended as to give veteri- 
nary surgeons, duly authorised for the purpose, equal 
powers with the medical officers and sanitary inspectors; 
and one section goes so far as to limit the powers of the 
medical officer toexamine animals unless accompanied 
by an approved veterinary surgeon. 

In the definition clause of the Act the expressions 
“ Veterinary Surgeons” and “ qualified Veterinary Sur- 
geons ” were stated to meana M.R.C.V.S. That defini- 
tion for the first time gave Members of the College their 
due pre-eminence as authorities on veterinary subjects 
and I think you will agree with me that it is a matter of 
congratulation to ourselves, this passage of the Bill in 
its entirety, and its favourable attitude towards our pro- 
fession. Wemust admit it is encouraging and a step in 
the right direction, which England will do well to follow. 
We have been a long suffering body and know how to 
appreciate a little mark of recognition of our just 
merits, 

Lady Students.—In the year 1897 we were threatened 
by a member of the so-called weaker sex invading our 
ranks. A lady sat for and successfully passed the pre- 
liminary examination, therefore fulfilling all prelimi- 
nary requirements, and entered as a student at 
one of our Scotch colleges and took out a course of lec- 
tures with undoubtedly the idea of eventually becoming 
enrolled on the Register of the R.C.V.S. Now I think 
you will agree with me that our profession is one totally 
unsuited, and least adapted for the gentler sex, and in 
accordance witha resolution of the Examination Com- 
mittee, confirmed by the Council, the lady received 
notice that the Council declined to admit her to exami- 
nation. The point at issue really was whether it was 
lawful to admit women as members of the veterinary 
profession. The Council of the R.C.V.S. having formed 
the opinion that the admission of women was contrar 
to usage and inconsistent with the Charter of the Veteri- 


nary Surgeons Act of 1881, 44 and 45 Vict. C. 62. This 
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action of the Council may appear to women somewhat 
arbitrary but is in reality a kind one, as by refusing to 
admit female candidates to its ranks it is saving them 
the labour and expense of acquiring diplomas which 
would practically be valueless to them. : 

Legal proceedings, however, were commenced against 
the R.C.V.S. in the Scottish Courts, which had no juris- 
diction, and on this plea dismissed the case with costs, 
and so ended the episode of the lady student. 

There is, however, I believe one, and only one duly 
qualified lady veterinary surgeon in Europe, and this new 
henomenon in che medical world is Mdlle. Marie 

epezewitsch, the member of a wealthy Russian family. 
She attended the clinical lectures at Alfort as an ordinary 
student, attended the classes for eight terms, passed her 
examinations excellently, and eventually obtained a 
veterinary diploma. 

And according to a paper called The Sun (Baltimore) 
women have there invaded the veterinary profession, and 
five were enrolled as students in 1897 by the New York 
College of Veterinary Surgeons with a view of taking the 
three years’ course and qualifying with the degree of 
Doctor of Veterinary Surgery. They formed the first 
woman’s class in a veterinary college in that country, and 
according to report at that time the New York Institu- 
tion was receiving lettersof enquiry from others every 
day ; itseems they are entering the profession with a view 
of treating household pets. As for this country, thank 
heavens the vexed question of granting diplomas to 
women seems for the time being to be in abeyance. 

The Walley Memorial Fund.-—This is a fund constitu- 
ted to keep green the memory of one who, tiguratively 
speaking, died on the altar of science. I refer of course 
to the late Prof. Walley, who was undoubredly one of the 
best men of his day. The Royal (Dick) Veterinary Col- 
lege over which he presided as teacher and principal, rose 
under his able guidance from a very low ebb to the high- 
est standard of excellence as a teaching institution. He 
was asplendid teacher, disciplinarian, and a good man ; 
respected and beloved by all who had the privilege of his 
acquaintance. 

he Council of the R.C.V.S. consented to accept the 
trust of this Fund, and a deed of trust was accordingly 
executed by the Council. Its purport is briefly as 
follows :— 

The annual income derived from the Fund—£309 
1s. 4d.—now invested by the trustees in consols, is every 
year to be given to the successful student at a special 
examination set by the R.C.V.S. 

The examination is open to all students of all schools 
now or hereafter affiliated, subsequent to the immediate- 
ly preceding October who have passed Class “ C ” four 
years course, or the corresponding examination for the 
time being. The subjects are pathology, materia medica 
and hygiene. The examination tu be a written one, and 
of not less than two hours for each subject, and to take 
place simultaneously in London, Edinburgh and Dublin. 
Power is given to the R.C.V.S. to make rules for the con- 
duct of the examination, and this has been referred to 
the Examination Committee for them to draw up and 
submit rules tc the Council. 

[ may here state that the Council of the R.C.V.S. at 
all times exhibit a keen interest in all measures which 
tend to the welfare of the profession, and its members 
may rest assured that the same zeal which has marked 
a efforts in past years will be continued in the 

uture, 

The Steel Memorial Fund Is a further example of 
honouring the memory of another worthy “ who has gone 
. the undiscovered country from whose bourne no travel- 

s object is to commemorate the name of Jv 
Steel, and to keep before the profession _ eat 
example of one who was fired with enthusiasm in his 
brief professional career, during which he achieved mar- 


ked distinction. Itisa potmuteete award in the form 
of a bronze medal, which was to be awarded annually to 
members of the profession who have contributed from 
time to time to the literature of veterinary science whom 
the Council might select as worthy of the honour. It is 
now nine years since the fund was handed over condi- 
tionally to the R.C.V.S., and the Council award the 
medal. The recipients so far have been the following 
gentlemen: Prof. M’Fadyean, Vet.-Major now Vet.-Col. 
Fred. Smith, Dr. Geo. Fleming, Profs. Williams, McCall, 
Hobday, Dewar, Mettam, and lastly Mr. W. Hunting. 
At the last Council meeting it was suggested that in 
future the medal should be in silver and presented not 
oftener than once in three years. 

The past few years have been marked by many and 
vast changes, we have witnessed times of rejoicing as 
well as times of depression and mourning. The former 
was marked by the celebration throughout the British 
dominions of the Diamond Jubilee of the greatest Mon- 
arch the world has ever known, and the latter marked by 
the demise of that great lady whose virtues were written 
and impressed upon the sands of time. Her many and 
noble virtues were known tw all, and her death closes 
the longest and most glorious of all the reigns of British 
sovereigns, 

Since the death of Queen Victoria we have again re- 
joiced at the accession to the Throne of undoubtedly the 
most povilar man of modern times in the person of 
H.M.G.M. King Edward VIL, and his beautiful aad uni- 
versally beiuved Consort-Queen Alexandra, and long may 
they both be spared to rule over these realms with that 
wisdom, foresight, and tact which were such signal 
characteristic features of our late Queen. 

Royal Honours in the past have not been lavishly be- 
stowed on members of our profession. Indeed, consider- 
ing our infancy we can hardly be surprised, when we 
remember the profession as a Corporate Body is little 
more than half a century old, for it was only in 1844 
veterinary science was emancipated from empiricism. 
It is, however, gratifying to know that at the close of the 
eventful reign already alluded to such honours were be- 
stowed on three of our deserving members, for is it not 
a fact that during the Diamond Jubilee year Prof. Pen- 
berthy and Mr. R. C. Trigger received medals from that 
august lady tu be worn by the recipients in commemora- 
tion of the 60th anniversary of Her Majesty’s reigo. 
And was not Prof. George Brown, C.B., also created a 
Knight. In the Jubilee year 1887 the celebration of 
Her Majesty’s 50th year of reign, bad not the same gen 
tleman conferred upon him the Most Honourable Order 
of the Bath ? 

Sir Geo. Brown is one of the oldest members of the 
R.C.V.S. and wasa fellow student along with my respec- 
ted father ; they studied together and obtained their re- 
spective diplomas on the same day, 5th day of May, 1847. 
Sir Geo. Brown has always kept well abreast with the 
scientific advance of his profession, his success as Chie 
Veterinary Adviser to the Board of Agriculture was most 
marked. "His 30 years of State veterinary work and half 
a century of brilliant professional life did more to con" 
vince the country of the importance of veterinary science 
than did any other event of our professional existence. 

Civil and Military honours have recently been confer- 
red on some of our deserving members of the A.V.), 
thus showing that State and public recognition come to 
those who are deserving. The following veterinary 
officers have also had conferred upon them the honours 
mentioned below. 

By H. H. The Khedive of Egypt, and authorised by 
H.I.M. the Sultan of Turkey in recognition of their ser 
vices in Egypt and the Soudan during the recent cam 
paign}: Order of the Medjidie, Second -Class—Vet.-Capt 
G. R. Griffiths, D.S.O. : Order of the Osmanieb, Four 
Class—Vet.-Lieut. W. E. Russell. pci 

The Times of 20th April, 1901, contained in its list 0 
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‘honours conferred by H.M. King Edward VII. the 


ratifying announcement that the dignity of Ordinary 
Tater of the Military Division of the Third Class or 


Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath 


had been conferred on Vet -Lieut.-Col. Iles Matthews. 
Further that the dignity of Ordinary Member of the First 
Class, or Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished 
Order of St. Michael and St. George had been conferred 
upon Vet.-Major Charles Rutherford. 

This is the first time [ believe that such high honours 
have come the way of our profession, and we cannot do 
less than offer our heartiest congratulations to those 

allant officers who have thus been singled out by His 
Tajesty for special recognition of their merits. The 
honours which have thus been conferred upon vur pro- 
fession is most gratifying, and should act as an incentive 
to usall to aim at higher things, and let us hope these 


decorations already conferred may be the forerunners of 


others tu be granted to meritorious members of our hard 
working and long suffering profession. — 

The Army Veterinary Department in connection with 
the great war in South Africa has taught the War Office 
ard the country generally some very costly but valuable 
lessons, one of these is the paramount importance of 
mounted troops. When the war began, and the Aus- 
tralian Colonies offered assistance, the Imperial Govern- 
ment intimated that unmounted troops would be pre- 
ferred, but by the close of that fateful week which wit- 
nessed the disasters of Stormberg, Magersfontein, and 
Colenso, the Government had learned the paramount 
importance of mounted troops, and then gladly accep- 
ted the services of Imperial yeoman, mounted bushmen, 
‘Strathcona’s Horse, etc. Hence the importance also of 
the services rendered by the Army veterinary surgeon 
whose duty it is to keep the horses in a healthy and fit 
condition and guard against the introduction and spread 
of contagious disease. And the Army Veterinary 
Department are justified in their claims to some degree 
of recognition commensurate with the importance of 
their services in keeping remounts ina “ fit” condition. 
And I think you will agree with me in the opinion that 
it is high time the Secretary of State fur War should 
recognise our just claims in removing the prefix from our 
military titles, and so place the Army Veterinary De- 
partment on the same footing in this respect with the 
Officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps and other 
non-combatant departments of the Army. The omission 
to place both departments on the same footing has 
caused a widespread feeling of surprise and regret in the 
Army Veterinary Department which, be it noted. is the 
only branch of the Service with a prefix. 

State Aid Grants.—The Council of the R.C.V.S. have 
had before them the subject of “State aid grants ” hav- 
ing heard that the Government had lately arranged to 
allow the Law Society an annual grant of £2506 towards 
their expenses in connection with the discipline of 
their members and prosecution of unc ualified persons 

It had also been ascertained that on . uly 20th 1898, 
through some M.P. the Medical Council asked for a 
similar grant, but the Chancellor of the Exchequer said 
that inasmuch as the solicitors paid a large annual duty 
to the Goverment they had some right to expect aid, but 
it did not apply to professions which did not contribute 
Although it was thought this answer would | 

ary profession equally with the medical yet the 
matter was so important that it was felt some notice 
should be taken of it, and after some discussion it was 
resolved that the General Medical Council be hed 
with a view to the R.C.V.S. co-operating with then F 
obtaining a grant of money, as it was thought meaaiae 
that if joint action were taken by the Medical Council 
and ourselves something might bedone. Even if Parlia- 
ment gave us only a small annual grant it would be very 
acceptable, and a great help to a small and deservin 
profession. The following answer was received bom 


the General Medical Council in reply to a letter of the 
College of October 18th, 1898, requesting public grants 
for disciplinary purposes. 

“The Executive Committee have considered the letter 
of the R.C.V.S of October 18th and do not see their way 
to advise the Council to accede to their request therein 
contained.” 

Our Several Teaching Institutions.—The provision of 
a sum of £15,000 by the Government has enabled the 
trustees to found and open a veterinary teaching school 
in Ireland. In addition to this amount the Royal 
Dublin Society, with its customary public spirit, is con- 
tributing towards the expenses of the New College £200 
a year for five vears, after which it may fairly be expec- 
tel to become self-supporting. The College has a great 
future before it, and there is every reason to anticipate 
that before it is many years in existence it will prove of 
incalculable service to the country at large, and let us 
hope it'may prove fruitful in usefulness to the veterinary 
profession and agriculturists. 

The London School (R.V.C.) in its earlier days had a 
grant of nearly £20,000 from the Government, whilst 
the Scotch Colleges (two of them being proprietary in- 
stitutions) have never had a penny from Government, 
although Professor W. O. Williams has made an appeal! 
to the powers that be but without success. It is a pity 
but some satisfactory arrangement could be arrived at 
whereby the Scotch Schools could combine and thus con- 
centrate their strength in one national college. 

It is hard to think other departments of education 
have been made matters uf national concern whilst the 
veterinary teaching has been practically left to take care 
of itself. In proof of this the veterinary teaching insti- 
tutions cf the United Kingdom, with one exception, re- 
ceive not one penny of national money. 

Gentlemen, I feel that the length of my paper is al- 
ready wearying you, for I had no idea when | selected 
my subject that I had such a gigantic field before me. I 
will content myself by briefly entering upon one or two 
topics of vital importance to veterinarians, for it has to 
be remembered that to a great degree the national 
wealth is due to the exertions of the veterinary practi- 
tioner to stem disease and restrict its ravages amongst 
the lower animals. Rinderpest, Pleuro-pneumonia, 
Sheep-pox, and Rabies may be looked upon as diseases 
of the past let us hope as far as this country is concerned. 
As regards the last mentioned disease, rabies, it appears 
probable that the year 1900 will ever remain memorable 
as the one in which this terrible disease was eradicated 
from Great Britain. 

For the suppression of rabies in dogs the Board of 
Agriculture deserves great credit, and Mr. Walter Long 
in particular has distinguished himself by his judgement, 
pluck, and firmness in maintaining the Muzzling Order 
in face of the grossest misrepresentation and abuse, 
thereby abolishing a cause of death and intense suffer- 
ing to both man and animals. 

There is yet a great field of usefulness before the 
veterinary profession if we only simply confine ourselves 
to the stamping out of such diseases as glanders and 
farcy, anthrax, swine-fever, scab, tuberculosis, contagi- 
ous abortion, and foot-and-mouth disease. The latter 
disease, after an absence of five years from 1895 to 1899, 
has unfortunately re-appeared in this country in the 
early part of last year, but fortunately has not attained 
serious dimensions and looks like being again stamped 
out ere long. 

I should not like to close my remarks without briefly 
alluding to the great losses our profession has 
sustained in very recent years. The hand of death 
has been busy in removing from our midst some of our 
most prominent members, whose death leaves the veteri- 
nary profession appreciably poorer. I refer in particular 
to such men as Finlay Dun, George Fleming, and Pro- 
fessor Williams. Men of sterling worth, genial, kind 
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hearted, and held in the highest esteem by the whole 
profession. Men who have been devotedly attached to 
their calling, their personality will be long remembered 
and their worth and work will never be forgotten. We 
have also to mourn the loss of other equally valued 
members who though perhaps not quite so conspicuous 
in some respects as those already mentioned, neverthe- 
less good men and true, who have left their impress for 
good upon the profession. 

Perhaps I have said enough to indicate that the clos- 
ing years of the old and the beginning of the new cen- 
tury have been a most eventful period in our history, 
and one which we can all look back upon with pride and 
satisfaction. It has witnessed a distinct advance in 
veterinary science and in the status and general equip-- 
ment of its practitioners. It has seena greater apprecia 
tion of our work not only in the highest quarters but by 
the community. The profession has been raised in tone 
and social position, as it has improved in efficiency and 
knowledge. 

Much, however, remains to be done before it can be 
said that our work is adequately recognised by the State, 
but I feel sure the achievements of late years encourage 
us to hope for better things and will still further stima- 
late us in our efforts in the future, so that we in our 
own day and generation may do something to add to 
the usefulness, the prestige, and welfare of our calling. 

Mr. G. H. Locke proposed, and Mr. Noar seconded, 
that the best thanks of the meeting be given to those 
who had made the evening interesting. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the retiring officers 
for their services during the year, the resolution being 
moved by Mr. Carter and seconded by Mr. Holburn. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES 


HORSE BREEDING AND HORSE FAIRS IN 
INDIA. 


Horse breeding, as it is at present carried out by the 
Government in India, is only partially understood, ex- 
cept by those who are directly concerned in the working 
of it. At the present time there are no Government 
studs where mares are kept for breeding purposes. This 
system was in vogue and found to be a failure; the 
number of mares that it was necessary to keep was more 
than the work of the farm on which they were gave for 
them to do, so that a great many did not earn a living, 
even if they gave a foal yearly, which in this country 
happens but seldom. Many mares miss alternate years, 
and are not nearly so consistent as is the case in Eng- 
land. The expenses incurred by Government in keep- 
ing a stud were so much more than if a private indivi- 
dual kept it, that for these and other reasons the stud 
system was abolished, and now Government provide 
suitable stallions, which they keep scattered about in 
horse-breeding districts, for the benefit of inhabitants 
who breed horses, This system is managed by the Civil 
Veterinary Department. Superintendents travel through 
the districts, inspecting mares, and those that are suit- 
able for breeding are branded with a mark which shows 
the class of Government horse to be used. The stock 
are produced at the annual fairs, and are there selected 
by the Remount officers, who pay the breeder a fair 
price. Government do not charge anything in the way 
of covering fees, 

_ To the average visitor the horse fair or show in India 
is somewhat of a revelation. No doubt, before visitin 


a show, one has acquired a certain amount of genera 
information, but as the source from which the exhibits 


little understood, I will try and explain some of these 
matters. 

A great many know, and a few do not, that the origi- 
nal horse of India was a pony (this sounds an anomaly; 
but the meaning is apparent), and the ancient dynasties 
mounted their cavalry on what we should now call a 
tonga tat. In the early days of John Company this want 
of animals that a white man could ride with any comfort 
was severely felt, although in those days, when time 
was no object, money was plentiful, and other means of 
conveyance were at hand in the shape of dhoolies, pal- 
kies, ete. 
much in demand, and the deficiency was not as serious 
as at present. Draft was mainly done by elephants and 
bullocks, whereas now under the same conditions horses 
are used. However, it was a sufficiently serious con- 
sideration for the Company to take it up. Horse breed- 
ing in Company studs was carried on in a lordly style, as 
everything else was done, and some first-rate horses were 
bred at an enormous cost. The zemindari system, that 
is, encouraging zemindars to breed from Government 
stallions, was also carried on in an indifferent sort of 
way. ‘Tbis went on in a desultory fashion until the 
country became Imperial, and the old studs were kept 
in the land, but their expenses had increased. The staff 
of officers in a stud was enormous, and if ever one 
travelled in a district he resembled a present day Vice- 
roy. This could not go on, for horses turned out of the 
stud as remounts represented thousands of rupees each. 
It was, therefore, decided to do away with studs and 
only to have the zemindari system, which is simply that 
landowners and farmers should keep their own mares 
and have the free use of Government sires. By this 
means Government could purchase the young stock at 
any age, and do away with the exyrense of keeping up 
large studs full of mares which could not be employed 
sufficiently to earn their food, and also dispense with stud 
officers, superintendents,and overseers. The only necessity 
was that in certain remount depéts under the Remount 
Department runsshould be kept for the young stock 
purchased until of mature enough an age to be made 
intoremounts. The zemindari system was entrusted to 
the working of the Civil Veterinary Department, and the 
strides made in the lust ten years have been very satis- 
factory. The Department consists of twenty-two veter!- 
nary Officers, five of whom, with the Inspector-General, 
run the whole of the horse-breeding in India. 

A superintendent of the Civil Veterinary Department, 
has an immense tract of country to travel over and in- 
spect. There come under his charge a total of about 260 
horse and donkey stallions, whose value is probably not 
less than Rs. 30,000,000 as well as brood mares and 
young stock, etc. ; and he has only native subordinates 
under him. ; 

The fact that strikes the observer most in a fair, is the 
quality of horses seen. There are numbers of mares that 
remind him of thoroughbred breeding studs at home; 
and foals from these mares that call up memories of thor- 
oughbred studs ; yearlings and two-year-olds reminiscent 
of Tattersalls’ sales at Newmarket. Beyond the age of 
two years we cannot very well go; everything 1s noW 
bought up so young that anything of the least ¢ 
seldom comes to a tair after the second year. As iswery 
well known, the Indian horse breeder has a prejudice 
against giving young stock liberty, and as liberty an 
symmetry go together, it is natural that anything the 
zemindar keeps grows up crooked, if left with him 
long enough. We all know the conservatism 0 
Indian native, and it is impossible to break down the 
practice. This tying up is from his point of view more 
or less necessary, as he has an equal prejudice agains’ 
gelding, and it would be impossible to let a lot of ramp 


ing young stallions loose in or near a village. However 


come and the means which supply that source are: 


Cavalry and mounted soldiers were not so 
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there is a redeeming point, the zemindar keeps some of 


his fillies—the best—and these he treats as the apple of 
his eye, fur they are to be his future brood mares. They 
row straight ; they run with their mothers wherever she 
~ the pleasure of carrying her owner ; for months even 
after the usual time of weaning ; they have the choicest 
of the grain, the first of the khasil, and the run of the 
country, and of their teeth generally. Not so the colts ; 
“and why,” says the zemindar, “should I waste good 
food to-day for a probable sale to-morrow ?” It is a short- 
sighted policy, but it is not so very long ago since the 
Belooch used to cut the throats of his colts. This is not 
done now, so that there is an improvement in this respect. 
‘Therefore, the colt is weaned early, his food is limited, 
he is tied up and otherwise badly treated, until by 
be will of Allah, a dealer, or a fool, comes along and buys 
im. 
The next question that occurs to the observer of fairs is 
—How are these young stock produced? He has seen 
the mares, and if he asks where the stallion stables are, 
he will see the sires. They are all the property of 
‘Government, and the work allotted to them is done by 
the Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Department, who 
by a brand on the mare indicates to the man in charge 
of the stallion that the mare is of sufficient quality for a 
‘Government stallion, and by a further brand he indicates 
whether she is to be covered by an Arab, or a thorough- 
bred, either English or Australian. The aboriginal 
country-bred mare is almost invariably in the first place 
covered by an Arab, as it is found that other classes are 
not so suitable for the original country-bred. Moreover, 
the native produce is full of faults, and it is found that 
the best horse in the world for eradicating the country- 
bred fauits is a pure blood Arab. He gives bone, straight 
legs, symmetry, and above all good temper. The country- 
bred mare is, asa rule, very light, turned out toes, short 
meck, bent hocks, and bad tempered. By one, two, or 
three crosses of Arab, the country-bred becomes fit to 
assimilate with the thoroughbred English or Australian, 
and the results of this second cross are excellent, and 
correct what the Arab tends to fail in—that is, short neck 
and lumpy shoulders. It is clearly demonstrated that 
the continual application of the English thoroughbred in 
India is productive of enervation. I do not necessarily 
mean of the same horse, but successive generations of 
English imported horses, and this can only be corrected 
by the reintroduction of Arab blood. Just one cross at 
the least sign of legginess, or small bone, is sufficient 
and then back again to the thoroughbred. The cause of 
this is evidently climatic ; the tendency is to go back to 
the original type, which wasa pony. The other cause is 
probably that the English type is too foreign, too much 
of an extreme to adequately accommodate the opposing 
contrast of the country-bred mare. As in all breeding 
the throwing back, or degenerating back, to the original 
type is always apparent unless continually corrected. 
The third question which suggests itself to the obser- 
ver is, Who does all this? It is the work of the Civil 
Veterinary Department, and the progress in the last ten 
years is in the number of brood 
mares covered by Imperial stallions 
1890 to 1900 is 5,443, and the 
chased for British remounts, native cavalry, and police 
only, is 142. The number of country-bred horses and 
ponies at work now in the big towns like Bombay and 
Calcutta is enormous; the native cavalry are almost 
entirely mounted by them in the north of India. and a 
great many more could be had for British cavalry if more 
responsible officers were sent to buy. It is a mistake to 
bind Remount officers too strictly to the measuring stick 
and tape. Young stock cannot be bought like a tailor 


buys cloth. If men cannot be trusted to b i 
own responsibility, why send them ? Better hase od 
good reliable man to go everywhere than half a dozen: 


| irresponsible men, who are afraid of the opinion of their 
' immediate superior officers. No man can prophecy as to 


what young stock will turn out, but at the present time 
if bought judiciously no money can be lost. They may 
be bought at ten months old, and sorted out and elimina- 
ted as they grow up—those good enough sent into 
British cavalry, the next class to Madras cavalry, the re- 
maining remounts offered to Sillidar cavalry, at about 
Rs. 300, and the residue, ponies, etc., will find a ready 
market amongst the European population, the Bombay 
and Calcutta trams, etc.,and at public auction. The un- 
sound, unless unworkably so, should also be sold by 
auction. And now, with the new demand for mounted 
infantry the majority of young stock that do not grow 
into cavalry remounts, will find a place in this corps. The 
present runs could contain three times the number of 
young stock without any additional supervision. The 
prizes given at the shows are an incentive to the breeder 
to feed his animals well at least for three months in the 
year in order to get them ready for exhibition: It is not 
only the pecuniary “ inam” it is also the “ izzat” which 
is associated with getting even five rupees as a prize, for 
he also gets an illuminated manuscript, which he can 
take back and flaunt at the equivalent to the village in 
his own Ganw, and this stimulates him to further en- 
deavours for the ensuing year. 

It is ramoured that the Horse-breeding Commission 
are to recommend the re-establishment of Government 
studs. This would undoubtedly be a mistake if started 
on the original large scale, but that is no reason why a 
few mares in remount depdts should not be used for 
breeding, but not young, immature mares, as I have 
heard has been suggested. It would be a mistake to in 
any way interfere with zemindari breeding, which is an 
individual enterprise, and, therefore, to be encouraged ; 
it is a recognised fact that individual enterprise 1s invaria- 
bly more satisfactory than a Government one. 

The plan to encourage is the present one, but have 
more Government runs, let Remount officers buy more 
young stock, give native cavalry regiments a horse run, 
and do not limit their methods, or the number of young 
ones, they are to have. The Sillidar system is _practi- 
cally an individual enterprise, and a very successful one 
too. Let it remain such, but encourage it. The idea of 
mounting two British cavalry regiments on country-bred 
remounts is a fanciful one, and it is absurd to try to do 
so at the expense of the native cavalry when Australian 
horses can be got fairly cheaply. 

In all breeding which is to be of a lasting effect, the 
type to beaimed at must be a thoroughbred one ; if hy- 
brids be introduced the tendency is to breed to extinction. 
It is therefore, necessary to use sires, no matter of what 
class, of a thoronghbred type of that class. The using of 
badly bred Arabs or any other crossbred is attended 
with bad results; so that now only thoroughbred 
English or Australian, and well-bred Arabs are employed. 
The Norfolk Trotter blood has done a lot of harm in the 
way of breeding heavy-topped, bad, fleshy-limbed ani- 
mals, but it has not been continued long enough to cause 
permanent harm, and the bad effects are rapidly dis- 
appearing now that the Norfolk Trotter is being elimi- 
nated. There are so few country-bred sires that they 
are hardly appreciable, and there are not likely to be any 
more when the present ones die out. 

I have said nothing with regard to the breeding carried 
on by District Boards, which is also under the super- 
vision of the Civil Veterinary Department. District 
Boards keep small Arabs for the covering of undersized 
mares, and the idea is that the produce of these mares, 
from small but good sires will increase the stock, so that 
in time they will furnish mares suitable for Imperial 
stallions. 

Vivi. 


|—The Times of India. 
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CRUELTY CHARGE AT HOLT. 


CASE UNDER THE NEW ACT. 
WARRENERS AND THE TRAPPED PHEASANT. 
BENCH AND THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 


At the Holt Petty Sessions, before Mr. E. Bowyer 
Sparke (chairman), Sir A. Jodrell, and Messrs. J. 
Temple, Lynes, J. H. Burcham Rogers, and James 
Watson. 

William Vince and Robert Thorugate of Letheringsett 
were summoned for cruelty to a pheasant in captivity at 
Letheringsett on October 28th. Mr. Colam prosecuted 
on behalf of the R.S.P.C.A., at whose instance the 
summons was issued, and Mr. Charles Row of Norwich 
defended. 

Mr. Colam said the Society attached a great amount 
of importance to this prosecution on account of it 
being practically the first prosecution of any kind 
under this new Act of Parliament. He thought the 
Bench would be of opinion that it assumed some im- 
portance from the fact that he was going to ask them 
to put an interpretation upon certain words in the 
second section of the Act. The prosecution had nothing 
to do with that against a man named Nurse, which 
was recently heard, he being only an incident in the 
case. The facts were very simple. It appeared that 
there was a prosecution before that Bench on the 
11th November, when Nurse was summoned for using a 
trap for the purpose of taking game. Evidence was 
given in the case and was supported by the defendants, 
who were warreners in the employ of Mr. C. Cozens- 
Hardy. They watched the trap, in which was a pheasant, 
from two o’clock to 9.30 on the 27th October, and again 
till nine o’clock on the 28th. They watched, as they 
stated, and would undoubtedly state that day, for the 
os a of seeing who was responsible for catching the 

ird, 


Mr. Row said learned counsel would find the bird 
was not alive on the morning of the 28th. 
Mr. Colam said be was instructed the bird was alive. 
The Chairman—It was proved here it was not alive. 
Mr. Colam was sure the Bench would not be influ- 
enced by anything they had heard before. The prosecu- 
tion was issued under the 63 and 64 Vic., Chapter 33. In 
the first section it stated this: “ Animals” meant any 
bird, beast, fish, or reptile which was not included in the 
Acts of 1849 and 1854. The second section said that 
“any person shall be guilty of an offence who, whilst an 
animal is in captivity or close confinement, or is maimed, 
inioned, or subjected to any appliance or contrivance 
or the purpose of hindering or preventing its escape from 
such captivity or confinement, shall by wantonly or un- 
reasonably doing or omitting any act, cause, or permit to 
be caused, any unnecessary suffering to such animal.” 
These defendants were charged with omitting to doa 
certain act by which substantial suffering was caused to 
the bird. The Act said that any person who should 
cause unnecessary suffering to an animal which was 
subjected to any contrivance for the purpose of hindering 
or preventing its escape was guilty of an offence. In this 
case the bird was caught in a trap, and his submission 
was that a trap was a contrivance or appliance which was 
used for preventing the bird’s escape. That was a matter 
of common sense. Then they came to the words, “ wan- 
tonly committing a certain act.” It was quite clear the 
defendants had been watching the bird in the trap, and 
they did so for the purpose of ascertaining who set the 
trap, so that whatever they did or omitted to do was 
done intentionally, and therefore wantonly. The ques- 
tion was whether this omission of the defendants was 
reasonable. That, of course, raised the question as to 
whether anything could have been done by defendants 


that would have obviated the sufferings of the bird. 
There were two things which he submitted could have 
been done by the defendants to have obviated that 
suffering. They could have watched for those whom 
they intended to catch, leaving the trap empty. If that 
was not sufficient they could have killed the bird and left 
it in the trap. So there were two things they might 
have done which they did not do. And having omitted 
to do these two things which they might have done his 
submission was there was an unreasonable omission to 
release this bird. 

The Chairman: There is another point. If they had 
killed the bird in the trap they might have rendered 
themselves liable to be prosecuted under another Act. 

Mr. Colam recognised the weakness of the argument 
about killing the bird, but he did not believe if the men 
were brought before the Bench on a charge of killing a 
bird under such circumstances they would be 
punished. 

The Chairman said he only wished to draw attention 
to it. He did not wish to harass learned counsel at all. 

Mr. Colam thought the point would be raised. The 
question was whether they could not have done some- 
thing else. It was not an offence to release a bird froma 
trap. 

The Chairman : With a broken leg ? 

Mr. Colam said he would deal with that point later 
on. They could have released this “animal” from the 
trap. It would have caused it less suffering to be re- 
leased than to have continued fluttering about in the 
trap. Even if the wing and legs were broken it would 
have suffered less on the ground than in the trap. With 
regard to the word “omit,” it said in the section anyone 
omitting to do any act under these circumstances by 
which unnecessary suffering was caused would be com- 
mitting an offence. The question arose as to whether 
there was any legal responsibility on these men to do 
anything or not. He contended that the defendants: 
were the only persons who could have released the bird, 
and therefore, being persons in that responsible position, 
they undoubtedly were persons who had some legal! re- 
sponsibility thrust upon them. Consequently they 
omitted to do what was obviously theirduty Then the 
question arose as to whether by that act of omission any 
suffering was caused at all. The only argument he coul 
apply was that it was obvious that if the bird had been 
removed from the trap it would have suffered less. 
Inspector Francis Green, of the R.S.P.C.A., said he was 
sent by the Society to the district in order to make 1n- 
quiries generally as to the trapping of wild game. He 
came down on the 26th of November. ' 

The Chairman: After the conviction. : 

Mr. Colam: Yes, in consequence. There had been re 
ports of gamekeepers doing that sort of thing, and he was 
sent down. 

Witness said he had made some enquiries as to the 
prosecution of Geo. Nurse, and in consequence, on she 
28th of November saw Vince at Letheringsett. Witness 
told him he was making inquiries about a pheasant 
which was caught in aspring trap on the 27th October 
on land belonging to Mr. Cozens-Hardy, and asked him 

if it was a fact that the bird was allowed to stay — 
gling in the trap from two o’clock on Sunday, the 27th, 
until the next morning.” Vince replied, “Isaw 4 
pheasant there in a trap about 2 p.m. and sent for Thoro- 
gate, and together we watched the bird from two 0’cloe 
on the Sunday afternoon until 9 p.m., and then we 
went home, returning at four the next morning. o~ 
pheasant was still alive, but it was what you call d 
when Nurse took it out of the trap at nine.” Witness 
told him it was alleged that the bird was badly mutt 
lated, and must have suffered very much before 1t died, 
and asked him why he did not kill it. Vince repli 


It was my duty to have done it, asit is private greu™ 
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‘but I left it as we have a lot of poachers on the land.” 
Later on witness saw the defendant Tnorogate, who said 
that about two o’clock on the Sunday— . 

The Chairman asked if the witness had any right to go 
and interrogate a person. ; : 

Mr. Colam: I have never heard that question raised 
before. 

The Chairman: If a policeman had done this he would 
have been censured and cautioned. He questioned 
whether the evidence was admissible. 

Mr. Colam said a very important case had been 
decided on that point. 

Mr. Row asked if the witness had cautioned defen- 


dants. 


Mr. Colam said that question had also been dealt with, 
the late Lord Chief Justice stating that he was of opin- 
ion that a caution should not be given. 

Witness, continuing, said Thorogate told him they 
watched the pheasant till 9 p.m. He returned again at 
4o’clock in the morning and found the pheasant still 
alive and knocked about, the legs being broken and other 
injuries. Witness asked him if it would not have been 
more humane to have killed the pheasant at 2 o'clock, 
and he replied “ That is nothing to do with me. I could 
not —- its sufferings.” He added that he wanted to 
catch the man. 

Cross-examined : There was nobody present when he 
examined the defendants. He was certain that Vince 
told him the bird was alive at 4 o’clock in the morning. 
Defendant did not state that the plantation belonged to 
Lord Justice Cozens-Hardy. e did not know the 
Society was going to prosecute as he was simply sent 
down to make enyuiries. 

George Nurse, a warrener, of Holt, stated that on the 
28th October he found a live pheasant in a trap at a 
quarter past nine in the morning. Witness took it from 
the trap, killed it, and put it in his bag. He was at once 
spoken to by Vince, and Thorogate “drawed ” up shortly 
afterwards. Vince said, “Is this how you catch them ?” 
and witness replied, “ It looks like it.” Vince then said 
they had watched the bird since two o’clock the previous 
day, and observed that it was alive at a quarter past four 
that morning. Both of the legs were broken and one 
wing smashed all to pieces. 

Cross-examined : Witness was prosecuted for using the 
trap and convicted. 

This was the case for the prosecution. 

_Mr. Row, in defence, suggested that the defendants 
did not come within the provisions of the new Act. 
Vince was a warrener in the employ of Mr. Clement 
Cozens-Hardy, and he went on the Sunday in question 
into a field which belonged to his employer, but over 
which Lord Justice Cozens-Hardy had the shooting 
rights. He sawa bird in a trap, and sent for Thorogate. 
He knew somebody had been poaching, and thought it 
was his duty to watch and see who the culprit was. They 
watched until nine that night, and the next morning 
when they went again to the spot they found the bird 
was dead. Under the circumstances he thought they 
had done everything they could legally have been expec- 
ted todo. If they had killed the bird they would have 
been killing game without a licence. They did not know 
for one moment if Nurse might not have been on the 
other side of the fence. The defendants knew nothin 

atit shou ublis t i i 
Protection Act te e same asthe Wild Birds 
_ Mr. C. Cozens-Hardy said Vince was a 
in his employ and had not a game 
Hill was witness’ property, but the shooting was let to 
Lord Justice Cozens-Hardy. Vince had no right to 


interfere with any game in that wood or wi i 
th 
trap set there. If he had let the bird out ‘of the poo ‘it 


would not have bee i ; 
n possitle to convict the man of 


Mr. Colam—Therefore a bird must go on suffering in 
order that a man may be convicted. If it could have 
been proved to the satisfaction of the Society that this 
man set the trap— 

The Chairman—He was convicted before us. 

Mr. Colam—If the Society had had evidence that 
Nurse saw this bird in the trap and allowed it to 
suffer he would have been prosecuted ; but the only 
evidence we have is that he did not know it was there. 

The Chairman—That bird could never have got into 
thet trap if Nurse had not set it. 

Mr. Colam—For that he has been convicted. 

Tbe Chairman asked whether it was the duty cf any- 
one who set traps for rats to watch and see if a rat came 
in, and then to kill it. 


Mr. Colam—No, it is not your duty to sit by that . 


trap and watch it ; but if it could be proved that you 
omitted to do any act by which unnecessary suffering is 
caused, then you are guilty of an offence. 

Mr. Row—If I had been passing and seen that bird, 
would I have been justified in releasing it ? 

Mr. Colam—No, certainly not. 

The Clerk (Mr. F. Andrews) to the witness—Have 
you had any communication from the Society ? 

Mr. Cozens-Hardy replied tat he had had a commu- 
nication from Mr. Bolingbroke, the secretary to the 
Norwich Branch, which he believed had now been 
amalgamated. He had a communication from him a 
week after this affair, stating that by a report which 
appeared in the Hustern Daily Press, a warrener named 
Vince in his 

Mr. Colam asked if this was evidence. It was a com- 
munication from a third party. 

Mr. Row said Mr. Bolingbroke represented the pro- 
secution at that time. 

Mr. Colam— No, he never has. 

Mr. Cozens-Hardy—He says he would not proceed 
further in the case. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Colam, witness said he ap- 
proved of the conduct of his employés. They had no 
right to kill the bird, and if they had let it out of the 
trap the man who set the trap could not have been con- 
victed, because no one saw him do so. Undoubtedly 
the bird would not have suffered so much out of the trap 
as 10 it. 

The Chairman thought it would have suffered a 
great deal more if let out, as it would have fluttered 
abenh and been starved. It ought to have been killed, if 
anything. 

r. Row was about to call the defendants, when 

Mr. Colam intervened and said he opened his case as 
to the responsibility of the defendants, and that they 
had jurisdiction over certain land, and that they alone 
could have released the bird from the trap, and had 
omitted to do so. If the bench were convinced they had 
no such power and no such responsibility his case was 
gone. He could not possibly ask the Bench after that 
to convict the defendants in the way he had asked them 
to convict. 

The Bench retired to consult in private, and on their 
return into court the Chairman said they had given the 
case so far great consideration, and they had come to 
the conclusion that it must be dismissed on the gronnd 
that the defendants had no jurisdiction over the trap or 
pheasant. 

Mr. Row said that under the circumstances, and as 
this was a peculiar case, he should ask for costs. 

The Chairman : Certainly. It is an involved case. 
He remarked that he had been a strong supporter of the 
Society for many years. ‘ 

Sir A. Jodrell : I have been a supporter of the Society 
for years, and I am utterly surprised it should have 
taken up such a frivolous case. 

Mr. Colam said he should like to say that the Society 
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based their case upon admissions which were made to 
the inspector. 

The Chairman also said he was utterly surprised, be- 
cause the case opened a tremendous area. Considering 
the Society had done admirable work in its days, 
and would continue to do so, he must think that it 
had utterly failed in bringing forward such a trumpery 


case. ‘ 

Sir A. Jodrell: It disgusts me. 

Mr. Colam hoped the Bench would remember that he 
was only acting as an advocate. The Chairman was 
doing what he thought was an unpleasant duty most 
tactfully. 

The Chairman : You are only here as an advocate. I 
was talking of the higher authority in London, who 
manage the whole concern. 

Mr. Colam : They have their reasons for the prosecu- 
tiun ; reasons which I cannot give. 

The Chairman said that although he had been a firm 
supporter of the Society he for one, if he withdrew his 
subscription, should like his reason known. 

The Bench awarded Mr. Row £3 3s. costs.—LZastern 
Daily Press. 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON HORSE BREEDING. 


The 15th show held under the control of the Royal 
Commission on Horse Breeding has been fixed for Tues- 
day, March 11, and the two following days. Like all the 
previous shows, with the exception of the first, it will 
take place at the Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, in 
conjunction with the Hunters’ Improvement Society, the 
show of the Polo Pony Society taking place a day later, 
The first show which the Royal Commission arranged 
for was held in 1888 at Nottingham, where, later in the 
er the Royal Agricultural Society, which then contri- 

uted three premiums of £200 each, was to hold its sum- 
mer exhibiticn. It was, however, thought better to con- 
centrate the show in the metrupolis, after the example of 
the Shire Horse and Hackney Societies; and so it is 
once more at Islington that the programme, which has 
just received the sanction of the King and been approved 
by the Treasury, will be carried out. This programme 
has undergone a slight change since last year, for Dis- 
trict C, which embraces the six midland counties of 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northampton- 
shire, Nottinghamshire, and Rutland, has been docked 
of its fourth premium, so that there will be only 23 pre- 
miums of £150 each for England and Wales and five for 
Scotland, making a totai of 28 instead of 29, the distri- 
bution of which will be as under : — 


District Class A.— Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Huntingdon- 
shire, Middlesex, Norfolk, Oxfordshire, Suffolk—three 
stallions at £150 each. 

District Class B.—Cumberland, Durham, Northumber- 
land, Westmorland—three stallions at £150 each. 

District Class C.—Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincoln- 
shire, Northamptonshire, Nottinghamshire, Rutland- 
shire—three stallions at £150 each. 

District Class D.—Berkshire, Cornwall, Devonshire, 
Dorsetshire, Hampshire, Kent, Somersetshire, Surrey, 
Sussex, Wiltshire—four stallions at £150 each. 

— Class E.—Yorkshire—three stallions at £150 
each. 

District Class F. — Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, 
Monmouthshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwick- 
shire, Worcestershire, South Wales—four stallions at 

District Class G.—Chesh 
istrict Class G.—Cheshire, Lancashire, No — 
three stallions at £150 each. 

District Class H.—Roxburghshire, Berwickshire and dis- 


District Class [.—Fifeshire and district—one stallion at 
1 £150. 
District Class J.—Ayrshire and district—one stallion at 


£150. 

District Class K.—Moray, Nairn and Banff-shires—one 
stallion at £150. 

District Class L.—Ross-shire—one stallion at £150. 


The conditions under which the stallions compete have 
not been modified since last year. The competition is 
open to thoroughbreds not less than four and not exceed- 
ing twenty years of age ; and those stallions which wina 
— must be available to serve not less than 50 

alf-bred mares, if required, at a fee not exceeding 
42s. 6d., a the season, which extends from April 2 
to July 31. No King’s Premium stallion may be exhibi- 
ted for competiti-n during the period of service, while 
stallions which have already Fas tour premiums in a 
certain class can only compete sgaia in some other class, 
It sometimes happens that several good stallions are ex- 
hibited in the same class ; but, as only three or, at the 
most, four can receive premiums, it is very desirable that 
the Royal Commissioners should have the power to trans- 
fer them to other classes which have not filled so well. 
This is a course which they have adopted nearly every 
year, with the assent, of course, of the owners of the 
stallions so selected. The question of soundness 
is one of paramount importance in a competition 
of this kind; and it is satisfactory to find that 
the proportion of horses rejected by the veterinary in- 
spectors is much smaller than it was at the first two or 
three shows, when it was so large that there was a diffi- 
culty in alloting all the premiums. The number of horses 
rejected has, however, after dropping to three, shown a 
distinct increase from four in 1899 to twelve at the last 
show ; but this may be owing to accidental or passing 
causes. There can be no doubt that the substantial im- 
provement effected is in a large measure due to the 
official pronouncement of the Royal Commission as to 
what, in its judgment, should be considered heredita 
diseases ; for exhibitors, even if they do not agree wi 
the definition in all particulars, refrain from sending a 
stallion which has any of the defects scheduled—these 
being roaring or whistling, ringbone, unsound feet, navi- 
cular disease, spavin, and cataract. The schedule is 
not, however, too severe, for no encouragement should 
be given to breed from horses afflicted with any of these 
complaints, be they hereditary in all cases or not ; and 
many facts might be cited to show that the Royal Com- 
missioners have been encouraging the right sort of horse. 
—The Times. 


The Farriers Union at Plymouth. 


A general meeting of members of the National 
Amalgamated Farriers’ Society was held at the Odd- 
fellows’ Hall, Morley Street, Plymouth, to consider the 
attitude of their employers upon a request, delived to 
them early in November, for a minimum rate of wages : 
firemen, 74d. per hour; doormen, 7d. per hour ; one 
hour less per week, making 53 ; and extra time for over 
time—time and a quarter up to ten o’clock ; after, time 
and ahalf ; also, double time for Sundays. In the first 
appeal a maximum amount of work per day and wee 

was asked, but a deputation having visited the employers 
and found the work clauses objectionable, the members 
withdrew them. An effort has been made to obtain @ 
joint meeting of employers and the men’s committee, 
but up to the present without success. A report wat 
given by the variousemployees, when it was learne 

that some employers were quite willing to grant this 
concession. The men have tendered a week's notice 

which expired on Saturday. A resvlution was passed 


trict—one stallion at £150. 


unanimously adhering to the request made. 
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CRUELTY TO A COW AT MARLBOROUGH. 


At Kingsbridge, William Rogers, of Yarde, Marl- 
borough, and William Henry Stear, veterinary surgeon 
of Aveton Gifford, were charged with ill-treating 
a cow. 

Mr. P. Hocking, Dartmouth, prosecuted for R.S.P.C.A., 
and said between October Ist and 15th, 1901, a cow, 
belonging to Rogers broke its leg, and on the advice of 
Stear, the animal was put into a field with its leg 
bandaged. There was no food placed fur it and to obtain 
any the poor animal hid to wander about in great 
suffering. 

Inspector Bartholomew, R.S.P.C.A., said the cow was 
evidently in great pain when trying to walk. The near 
fore-leg was hanging from the knee just like a pendulum, 
and the foot hanging from the leg by the tendons, its 
body being supported only by the short piece of bone 
below the knee. An operation had been performed by 
placing two pieces of leather cn each side about four 
inches long, defendant said it was put there to assist the 
animal which was in calf. Told him the animal should 
be kept in, but defendant said Stear had advised him to 
turn her out. Mr. Stear told him (witness) that he 
bound up the leg of the cow, and six weeks afterwards 
took off the bandage and removed two pieces of the bone. 
He did not advise the cow being killed as he wanted to 
save the calf. When he removed the bone six weeks 
afterwards it had calved and the calf was dead. 

George P. Short, M.R.C.V.S., Torquay, said it was the 
most horrible case of cruelty he had ever known in his 
30 years experience. 

Rogers, in defence, said he acted upon the advice of 
the veterinary. 

Stear said he had been in practice 55 years, and he had 
successfully treated many such cases. He bound up 
carefully the broken leg, and three months afterwards 
considered the cow was going on nicely. Six week later 
he took off the bandages and found the bone diseased 
‘some coming off in his hand, and recommended turning 
the cow out in the field, as there were no wounds. 

The Bench characterised the case as the most brutal 
that had ever icome befcre them. There was a slight 
excuse for Rogers, as he had acted under the advice of 
Stear. Still he ought to have known better, and they 
would - fined the full penalty of £5 each.—The money 
was paid. 


GROSS CRUELTY TO A FOAL. 


Bertram Bratt, the son of a Brown Edge farmer, was 
charged with causing cruelty to a foal by exposing it to 
the inclement weather without fit and sufficient food. 
Inspector Lucas, Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, prosecuted, and Mr. E. A. Ashmall 
defended. It appeared that the foal in question was 
born acripple and had passed from one person to another 
being sold for sums varying from 2s. to 7s., and eventu- 
ally given to the defendant on the 14th of December 
He then turned it into a field practically covered with 
snow, which in some places was five feet deep. The de- 
fendant stated that he fed it on the following Monday 
and Tuesday, but on the Wednesday morning it was 
found dead in the field. Inspector Lucas stated that he 
made a post-mortem examination of the body of the 
animal. Both fore legs were deformed. The intestines 
contained a fair amount of rough food, such as was com- 
monly known as sedge, but no corn whatever. There 
was proof that the animal had suffered from pneumonia 
and there was a complete dislocation of the near knee. 

For the defence, Mr. Ashmall submitted that the 


defendant was guilty of an error of judgment in turning ; 


the animal out into the field. It was carelessness rather 
than a deliberate intention of cruelty. 

The Stivendiary sent Bratt to gaol for six weeks and 
ordered him to pay the costs—£1 11s. 6d.—or a further 
fourteen days in default. Addressing three of the wit- 
nesses, Henry Hall, Ebenezer Charlesworth, and Joseph 
Goodwin, in whose possession the animal had been, the 
Stipendiary said it seemed that this — foal had 
been passed from one to another, and had been kept 
alive under circumstances which made it gross cruelty. 
They were lucky that they were not standing before 
him in the dock. They would each be disallowed their 
costs. 


Accident to Professor Virchow. 


As Professor Virchow, who is 80 years of age, was 
alighting from an electric tramway car in the Leipziger 
Strasse on Saturday evening while the car was still in 
motion he had a serious fall, which resulted in injuries 
that necessitated his being conveyed in a cab to his house. 
The injuries are described as a wrench to the hip-joint 
and various contusions on the legs, in consequence of 
which Professor Virchow will for my time be confined 
to his room. He is being attended by his friend Prof. 
Korte, who stated last night that his patient was in no 
danger, but would require to be very carefully treated.— 
Berlin, Jan. 5. 

Professor Virchow’s injury consists in a simple fracture 
of the cervix femoris.—Berlin, Jan. 6.—7'he 7'imes. 


Parasites in Pork. 


Mr. A. M. Trotter, veterinary surgeon to the Glasgow 
Corporation, has submitted to the Meat Inspection Com- 
mittee a long report on the results of an investigation to 
determine the prevalence of trichina spiralis in home and 
foreign pork, and the influence of the parasite on public 
health. It is supposed, he states, to have been imported 
into Europe from Asia through the migration of the 
grey rat. As it is established that man becomes trichi- 
nosed through the ingestion of infested pork the inquiry 
was limited to an examination of this article of food. The 
result of the inquiry was extremely favourable as regards 
home supplies, as not one case of trichinasis was dis- 
covered in the 3,000 home swine examined. It must not, 
however, be concluded that the pigs of this country are 
free from the parasite. It is evident from statistics that 
the disease is more prevalent in certain districts than in 
others, and undoubtedly it depends in a great measure 
on the sanitary conditions of the country. It is reasona- 
ble to suppose that home swine presently consigned to 
our markets are not toany great extent, if at all, infested 
with the trichina spiralis. Mr. Trotter suggests that 
means be adopted to prevent the importation of pork, 
bacon, and ham infested with trichinz, and to attain 
this object that Government be approached and requested 
to institute a thorough microscopic examination of all 
such consignments for the detection of this condition. 


Official Inspection of American Meat. 


A telegram from Washington states that Mr. Wilson, 
Secretary of Agriculture, is confident, in view of the 
radical effect which the suspension on March Ist of the 
microscopical examination of exported meat would 
have on the American market in Germany, that Congress 
will make an appropriation for the purpose of enabling 
the inspection to be continued. There will, it is stated, 
be ample funds for this work after July 1st, but between 
March and July there will be none available. 

Meat Trades Journ. 
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Antim. Tart. in Bovine Indigestion. CORRESPONDENCE 
art. dissolved in water is recommended for bovine indi- 
gestion. The vein is not damaged by the drug.—La THE TREATMENT OF MILK FEVER WITHOUT 
Clin. Vét. J DRUGS. 


Personal. 


Mr. John Ingram Edgar, M.R.C.V.S., Inverness, who 


has acted with much acceptance as assistant to Mr. 
Logan for the past seven years, has been selected 
for service with the A.V.D., and is to proceed imme- 
diately to South Africa. 
most competent man in his profession, and he might be 
described as a born horseman. He was veterinary-lieut. 
in the Highland Volunteer Artillery for the past few 
years, and was a keen and smart officer and a great 
favourite with officers and men. Mr. Edgar is a son of 
Mr. James Edgar, and is well known all over the North. 
—The Scottish Farmer. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette : 
War Orrice, Patt Matt, Jan. 3. 
IMPERIAL YEOMANRY (in §. Africa.) 


The undermentioned officers, on having relinquished 
their commissions, are granted honorary rank in the 
a as follows, with permission to wear the uniform of 
the Corps : 

To be Hon. Vet.-Lieuts : Temp. Vet.-Lieuts. 1st Batt., 
T. A. Huband, Vet. Off. ; 2nd Batt., W. G. Dixon ; 4th 
Batt. W. T. Aulton ; 6th Batt., J. McL. Young: 7th 
Batt., J. Rowe ; 9th Batt., A. Bate; 10th Batt., H. ©. 
Jagger; 12th Batt, W. C. B. Revill ; 18th Batt, F. 
Gregory : unattached, A. E. G. Batt. 


; Jan. 7. 

Ist. Life Guards. — Vet.-Capt. J. A. Meredith, 
F.R.C.V.S., from A.V.D., to be Vet.-Captain wice J. 
Loughlin, deceased. 


Imperial Light Horse.—C.V.S. T. J. Crean im i 
Jan. 1. Out of danger Jan. 2. silat 
__ C.V.S. Armstrong slightlyimproved, disease changed to 
dysentery. Jan 2. Progressing favourably. Jan. 4. 

C.V.S. Reece slightly improved. Jan. 3-5, 


Imperial Yeomanry. 


A few battalions of Imperial Yeomanry are ab 

be raised under Army Order Special of "Toth Fas Boag 
1901, for service in South Africa, probably sailing about 
March and April, 1902. A Veterinary Surgeon is ap- 
pointed to each battalion, with the pay and Army rank 
of Veterinary- Lieutenant, and field allowance of a Lieu- 
tenant. A horse is provided at the public expense, and 
two soldier servants are allowed. The sum of £35. is 
sanctioned for the purchase of uniform and saddlery. 

‘ Candidates (who must be members of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons) should apply to the 
Deputy-Adjutant-General, Imperial Yeomanry, 16 Great 
George Street, Westminster, S.W. : 


Mr. Edgar is regarded as a 


of Tick, by Chas. P. Lounsbury ; The Glasgow Herald. 


Sir, 

Have just had a case of milk fever in a deep milking 
shorthorn. This is her third attack. Her first attack 
was after the third calving, she made a good recovery 
then and got on her feet in about 11 hours. She was 
again affected after her fourth calf, recovered and stood 
up in about ten nours. She has just had her third attack, 
has recovered, and I have just left her standing enjoying 
a handful of hay. 

They were ty} ical cases of milk fever, and the animal 
entirely comato e. I gave her no medicine. I have 
a eighteen cases without drugs and have had one 

eath. 

I have had practical experience of the chloral hydrate 
and iodide of potassium treatments, but have been just 
as successful with the no drug treatment. 

I give the patient plenty of room and a good bed knee 
deep in straw, empty the bladder and rectum, and have 
or two men in to her in as comfort- 
able a position as possible, and no drugs. 

M.R.C.VS. 


WHAT CAN I[ DO? 
Sir, 


I intend starting practice in a locality where is 
already an established man, but there is plenty of work 
for another. Can I send by post a plain card with 
name, address, and qualification only, or can I issue 4 
short circular? The powers that be will give me 00 
information on the matter, and I do not want to appear 
before them for unprofessional conduct. Can anyone 
suggest the proper course under the circumstances, and 
keep me from straying off the path of duty 

Farr 


THE WAYS OF THE BOARD OF 
AGRICULTURE. 
Dear Sir, 


I have wondered many times whether it is necessary 
to be possessed of any special qualification in order to 
officiate for the Board of Agriculture in the preliminary 
stages of the post-mortem of pigs, and if so, of what 
these extra accomplishments consist. I have beet 
obliged to suffer the indignity (for years) of allowing ™Y 
confréres to go to outbreaks which I had previously 
reported at my own expense, whilst I have never In oné 
solitary instance had the honour (?) fof undertaking the 
duties required by them. I wonder whether others have 
been treated in the same unceremonious fashion. Under 
any circumstances, whatever the Board’s chief attributes 
are, I can safely say from my own experience, tha 
courtesy and fair play rank amongst those of the leas 
importance to them.— Yours faithfully, 
W. WESTER 


Studland House, Bracknell. 
9th January. 


Communications, Booxs, aND PAPERS RECEIVED.—Mess!: 
J.Grant, T. Fawcett. J. E. Wallis. G. M. cies 
Transmission of Malignant Jaundice of the Dog by 4 §* 


Communications for the Editor|to be addressed 20 Fulham 


Road, 
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